
READING AT
THAMESIDE

At Thameside, we recognise that reading is the master skill.  Our vision is that every 
Thameside pupil will become a competent reader so they can achieve well academically, 
flourish personally and function effectively in the wider world.

“Pupils who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are 
effectively disenfranchised.”            (DfE, National Curriculum)

“There are many ways to enlarge your child’s world. Love of books is the best of 
all.”                                                        (Jacqueline Wilson, former Children’s Laureate)

VISION

Thameside staff and pupils value reading highly.  ‘Read’ is one of our four curriculum drivers 
because we recognise that reading for purpose and for pleasure is of fundamental 
importance, impacting every subject in our curriculum and each pupil’s own wellbeing.  Our 
school culture looks for every opportunity to promote and celebrate reading.

In order to be competent readers, Thameside pupils must:
• decode accurately and with automaticity
• monitor their own comprehension and self-select from a toolkit of strategies when the 

meaning is not immediately clear
• use key skills such as retrieval and inference to understand a writer’s message and 

methods
• read independently and for pleasure

Pupils who struggle with reading receive timely support which is matched to their difficulties.  
Staff work collaboratively with the SENCo where students have significant barriers to reading.
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