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Thameside In-touch!  Start of year 
edition! 

 

Edition 20: September 15th 2023 
        

      Facebook: @ThamesidePrimary 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to our fortnightly school 
newsletter, sent out every other Friday. It’s 
the main place to read our news, updates 
and notices.  

It has been a fantastic (but rather sticky!) 
start to the year – it is always a joy to 
welcome the children back, but this year it 
was wonderful to hear so many children 
talk about how ‘awesome’ the start of term 
was. One comment that really stood out 
was when I heard two children talking 
about the new times of the day, ‘Hey X, now school finishes at 3.15 we get an 
extra 15 minutes here! I love this place!’   

We were also delighted to be featured in ‘Round and About’ magazine due to 
our recent Ofsted report; a real credit to all of the team’s hard work.  

I have really enjoyed spending lots of time walking around our newly split year 
group classes and have been incredibly impressed with how the children have 



 
 
 
 
 

responded to these changes – they have shown amazing resilience and 
maturity.  I am also very grateful for the time and care that staff have taken to 
set up their classrooms and make them so inviting – they really have created 
environments that inspire learning and pride. 

Please can I just take this opportunity to remind parents that we are a nut free 
school – this includes Nutella. This is due to a number of children with allergies.  
In addition, we ask that children who have a packed lunch have healthy 
lunchboxes. There are some great ideas at the following link: 

Lunchbox ideas and recipes – Healthier Families - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

I do hope that you enjoy the first updates of the school year in this newsletter 
– as always, do keep an eye on our social media pages and website as we 
keep these updated with the latest news! 

Next week we will be taking part in the Abingdon Music Flood event – on 
Monday, there will be some busking from local secondary students so please 
do come and enjoy! We also have the Year 6 residential – a busy week ahead! 

Finally, soon, we will be starting the process to appoint a new parent governor 
for the school. Please do have a think about whether you might be interested 
in this role and I encourage you to speak to me informally if you have any 
questions. Full details will be circulated in a few weeks along with an online 
application form. Our LGB play a pivotal role in the strategic development of 
the school and this is a really exciting opportunity to be part of our forward 
journey! 

Best wishes for a lovely, and slightly cooler, weekend! 

Laura Youngman 

Headteacher 
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Attendance and punctuality updates 
Attendance at school is now top of the priority list for us and all schools nationally.  Our 
school target is for us to achieve at least 96% attendance for all children – we 
celebrate our class attendance figures in our celebration assembly each week.   

Miss Clark’s Year 5 Class were our first winners this week with an amazing 100% 
attendance! 

We monitor absence meticulously. If your child is not in school, you must notify us by 
leaving a message on our answer phone or calling the school office. Please state 
clearly and concisely your child’s full name, class and their reason for absence- being 
specific about the illness or medical needs.  

You must inform the school in advance by the office email, if you need to take your 
child for an educational setting visit, religious observance or similar. These absences 
will need to be pre agreed by us. No birthdays, cheaper holidays, altered holiday 
arrangements or similar will be agreed.  In line with strict government legislation, they 
will be recorded as unauthorised on your child’s attendance record.  

For further information regarding Attendance, please view our Attendance Policy on 
our website. 

More information can also be found at these links: 

Is my child too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

Parental responsibilities for attendance 
We monitor all absence closely and where concerns are identified, we will contact 
parents to discuss attendance expectations and help with any support that families 
may need.  Please do speak to Alison (HSLW) if you need any support.  

Punctuality is also key to ensure your child has a settled start – please ensure your 
child (Reception – Year 6) arrives at 8.40am; all children who arrive on time will receive 
a raffle ticket which provides a chance to win a prize at the end of the week. 

Thank you in advance 
for your support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Safeguarding and medical needs reminders 

Safeguarding leads 
At Thameside, we are committed to safeguarding and promoting the safety 
and welfare of the children at the school. If you have any safeguarding 
concerns, Miss Polley, Mrs Youngman, Mrs Putt and Mrs Winder are the 
designated safeguarding officers at school. Posters with pictures of these staff 
are all around school. Please do come and see us if you have questions or 
worries.  

Online safety update  
The potential dangers of social networking sites are often highlighted in the 
news. http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk has sections for parents and children. We 
talk to children about online safety in assemblies, during computing lessons 
and PSHE focus lessons but it is fantastic if you can follow this up at home. At 
home, the important aspect is ensuring children have the skills and 
understanding to know what to do if they have a concern about something 
that they have seen online. Please take care of yourself as well as being a role 
model for all our children when using social media and please can we remind 
parents and carers that most social media sharing sites are regulated as over 
13s only. We will update parents and carers across the year with the latest top 
tips to help keep your child safe online.  



 
 
 
 
 

Medical needs updates 
Please make sure that you make the school aware in writing of any changes 
in children’s medical needs. If required, children must have their ‘named’ and 
‘in-date’ inhaler at school at all times (this is a parental responsibility). If, over 
the holidays your child has been given an inhaler for the first time please speak 
to the office as you will need to complete relevant paperwork. If your child 
requires antihistamine or an epipen please remember it is your responsibility to 
ensure medication is replaced when it expires. 

 

Class reviews  
 
 
To find out more about what each year group is learning, 
please do check out our updated parent curriculum 
overviews on the class pages of our website!  

 
Thameside Primary School - Class Pages (thamesideschool.co.uk) 

 
Year 6  

What an incredible start to Year 6 the children have 
had! In particular, they have enjoyed practical tasks in 
Geography. The children collaborated well in groups to 
create a labelled map of South America.  
 
 It is going to be an amazing year watching Year 6 get 
secondary ready! I have already witnessed the children 
show resilience and responsibility in their learning, and I 
can't wait to see each child realise their own potential! 

 
 

 
Year 5 
Everyone has settled brilliantly into life as a part of Year 5 - adults and children 
alike! We have met August, the main character from our class reader Wonder, 
and explored his disability. In Science, we had fun creating craters in flour & 
cocoa to explore the effects of gravity and found out the differences between 
the UK, British Isles and Great Britain in Geography. We could not have asked 



 
 
 
 
 

for a better start to the year, and we are looking forward our future adventures 
and learning in Year 5.    
 
Year 4 
 
In Farook Class (Year 4) we had a very exciting guest come and talk to us from 
Abingdon museum. The talk was all about archaeology and artefacts, she 
bought in a box full of different items found in and around Abingdon, with the 
oldest being part of a pot from the Roman times. The children got to hold (and 
many of them smelt) the different items whilst asking all sorts of questions. This 
linked really nicely to our new book 'The Thames Tide Club' which follows a 
group of children who go mudlarking and uncover all sorts of treasures.  

 
Year 3  
We've had a fantastic start to the term in Year 3 and Miss Biss and I are really 
enjoying getting to know the children.  Our class author for 2022-23 is Tom 
Percival and we've been sharing lots of his 'big bright feelings' books.  'Billy's 
Bravery' and 'Perfectly Norman' seem to be the favourites so far!  The children 
are going to be writing to Tom with idea for a new book.  Our Maths work has 
focused on splitting numbers into tens and units, as the foundations for the 
addition/subtraction work we will be doing in the next unit.  We've been very 
busy in the afternoons too - one of the highlights has definitely been starting 
our new PE topics: football and athletics. 
 

Year 2 
Year 2 have had a brilliant start to the year. We have been 
very busy learning our new classroom routines and getting 
used to being Year 2s! We were absolute superstars in our P.E 
lessons this week (Wednesday and Thursday!), learning new 
skills for both tennis and netball. In Writing, we have been 
looking at the story ‘A Bug Safari’ and then going on a bug 
hunt around the school. We have then used adjectives to 
describe all the bugs we found.  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Year 1 
 

Year One have had a brilliant start to the 
year.  Lots of great listening and super 
behaviour.  We have had great fun exploring 
in our new classroom.  We love all the new 
toys that are helping us with our learning! 

 
 
 

Reception 
 
It has been a pleasure to welcome your child to Superworm’s class. Team 
Reception have started the term brilliantly. Already we've seen musical 
performances on the stage area, our bike classes have started with Cleal's 
Wheels and we have enjoyed our class book, Superworm.  

 
The children have settled in well, learning routines 
and enjoying Phonics, Maths, Reading groups and 
lots more learning. They have really impressed as a 
class with their ability to focus and tidy up! 
 
Please keep up to date with Tapestry where you will 
see more regular updates on what we are doing in 
class and any information you need. Thanks for your 
support for your child’s development and please 
catch any of Team Reception if you have any 
queries.  

 



 
 
 
 
 

Nursery  
We have had a very busy time in nursery with lots 
of lovely new children and families joining our 
school.  The children have been settling in well to 
their new routines and we have enjoyed learning 
all about them.  We are The Gruffalo class so we 
completed some activities linked to the Gruffalo 
and of course, read the story many times – we 
even enjoyed some Gruffalo yoga!  
 
 This week we have been looking at the topic 'all 

about me and our 
families'.  The 
children have 
been drawing pictures of themselves and their 
families as well as taking part in loose part play 
creating different faces. Today we did dough 
disco which the children really enjoyed, and is 
very beneficial as it promotes fine motor 
skills.  In Phonics, we have been listening to 
environmental sounds and in Maths we have 
been finding out about the children's current 
number knowledge.  We cannot wait to get to 
know everyone even more over the coming 
term. 

 
 

  
 
Our stars of the week  

 
Well done to our Stars of the week 
 
 
Year 1:  Sofia 
Year 2:  Ellie  
Year 3:  Daria-Nicole 
Year 4:  Charlene  
Year 5:  Miyah 
Year 6:  Bluebelle 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

TTRockstars and Times Tables at home! 
Numbots at home! 
 
 
We are just finishing off adding all of our children…. Watch this space for the 
latest update; but in the meantime, keep playing!  
 
 

Learning at home resources 
 
Please do check out our website which is continuing to grow!  We have 
included lots of new information about our curriculum and resources to help 
support you at home on the following pages: 
 
Thameside Primary School - Keeping Safe (thamesideschool.co.uk) 
 
Thameside Primary School - Families and Learning at home 
(thamesideschool.co.uk) 

Library Corner  
 
 
This year, our book reviews will all be written by our children –  Finn 
in Year 6 has written the first one of the year and it is fantastic! Mrs 
Youngman went straight out to buy the book after reading this! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Skandar and the Unicorn Thief 

By A.F.Steadman 

                                                                                                                             
I am reviewing this book because it is an 
adventurous book for people who like dangerous 
fantasy action. It is a dream debut for fans of 
books like Percy Jackson.  

It is set on a magic island called the mainland, 
where Skandar Smith is preparing for hatchery 
exams, depending on whether he passes or fails 
determines if he can hatch his destined unicorn or 
not. However, things take an unexpected turn 
when he is not allowed to take his hatchery exam. 
Every child’s hope is to hear the three knocks on 
there door at midnight. 

But, now his hopes are crushed. Or are they? At 
precisely midnight, he hears the most ominous sound. A sound so confusing, 
but so delighting. Three knocks on his door. 

Soar into this breath-taking world of heroes and unicorns as you’ve never 
seen them before in this fantastical middle grade debut perfect for fans of the 
Percy Jackson and Eragon series! 
 

 
VOTE FOR THAMESIDE, ABINGDON! 
 
We are working hard to improve our school library at the moment and would 
love to win £1,000 in this competition: WIN £1,000/€1,000 for your school's 
library! (nationalbooktokens.com) 
 
Please take 30 seconds to vote, making sure you put ‘Thameside Abingdon’ 
as the school name (as there’s another Thameside in Reading!)  You might 
even win £100 for yourself, just for voting. 
 
We would also love any children’s books which you no longer need to use in 
our classrooms and to give out to other families.  Please drop them into the 
school office or email kdaniell@vale-academy.org if you have a big box 
you’d like collected.  Thank you in advance! 

 
Pay it Forward - £2 or £5 for our new library? 



 
 
 
 
 

 
If you’d like to support our new library, there’s now a ‘pay it forward’ option 
on our brilliant ‘Mostly Books’ website (scroll to the end – link below).  You can 
donate £2 or £5 towards a new book.  Every little counts, so please do 
consider helping our amazing school in this way.  Maybe skip a coffee at 
Costa or Starbucks this week and give us the money instead!  Thank you 😊 
 
 Thameside Primary School Archives - Mostly Books (mostly-books.co.uk 
 

 
Key Diary dates for this term 
 

 Year 6 residential – Monday 18th – Wednesday 20th September 

 Wk beginning 18th September – Abingdon Music Flood activities in 
school 

 Thursday 26th September – PROSEPCTIVE parents open morning 9.30-
10.30 

 Thursday 19th October 2.00pm – 3.00pm – open classrooms for parents  

 
 
 

Thameside Primary School - Term Dates (thamesideschool.co.uk) 
 
 
We will add new dates to the online calendar on our website – so 
please do check regularly! 
 
 
 
 

 
Developing vocabulary is a key element of our curriculum at 

Thameside – each week we will be sharing some new words on 
the newsletter you to discuss and share with your children!  

One will be English themed and another Maths themed!  



 
 
 
 
 

English Word of the week - COURTEOUS 
  
Meaning: polite and respectful. 
  
Thameside students are always courteous at our school. 
  
Etymology: comes from the Old French 'curteis' meaning elegant 
manners.  
  
Synonyms: well mannered; respectful; polite 
Antonyms: rude 
 
 
Maths Word (s) of the week:   NUMBER BONDS 
  
A number and the parts that combine to make it. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


