Spring 2022 Update for Parents and
Carers
Welcome to this newsletter! We have lots of information that we'd like to share with you.
As life in our schools begins to return to normality post Covid, events and projects put 'on hold' are
now happening again and it is lovely to be able to welcome parents, carers and other visitors back
into schools. At this point, we would like to pay tribute to and thank all Trust staff, whichever role
they perform, for working tirelessly and cheerfully through a difficult period for all of us as we faced
the 'tail end' of Covid infections and its effect in our schools.
We offer our thanks to you, too, for supporting your children and their schools throughout the
difficult weeks and months. Happily, we can all now focus on some of the exciting things happening
for the young people in our schools in the final two very busy terms of the academic year. As you
will read, a lot has been happening!
Finally, may we wish you a happy Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday. The Trust has planned to take a
stall at Grove and Wantage Jubilee Extravaganza on 4 June at Grove Rugby Club so if you will be
around, come and say hello!
Richard Evans
Trust CEO

In this newsletter you can find out more about:
•
•
•
•
•

The Vale Academy Trust Character & Citizenship Award Scheme
Science Fair and Phizz Lab Project
Becoming a Vale Academy Trust Director
Our Pupil Parliament in Action
The latest on our new academy in Grove - St John's CE Academy

A Brand New Award Scheme for our Primary Schools

The front page of the Record Booklet

You may have already heard about the launch of our groundbreaking award scheme across our six
primary schools. Supported by their class teachers, the aim is to provide every one of the Trust’s
1800 primary aged pupils with the opportunity to develop the skills and attitudes needed to become
active learners and model citizens of the future.
Pupils from Year 1 through to Year 6 will be encouraged to take on a series of challenges to help
develop their own personal values and attitude to learning.
Hazel Pittard, the Trust’s Director of Learning, explained: ”It’s all part of enabling children to develop
their courageous side, and learn how they can be more responsible for themselves and others
around them. It is of particular importance to us that we support ALL pupils to achieve through these
awards and we are committed to helping those for whom the challenge may be greater due to
personal circumstances.”
“That’s why, within the four levels of the Award – Bronze for KS1, then Silver, Gold and Platinum for
KS2 – we have included a choice of age-appropriate challenges under four different headings:
“Essential Me, Enthusiastic Me, Courageous Me and Responsible Me” On completion of each level,
pupils will be presented with a bespoke special certificate to mark their success”.
The Trust is delighted that several local organisations have stepped forward as Award Scheme
partners. In addition to the patronage of Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, other
supporters of the project include the Community of St Mary the Virgin, Ray Collins Charitable Trust,
Schools Chaplaincy Partnership, Thames Valley Police, Wantage Town Council and Williams
Racing. We are hugely grateful to them all for their endorsement of the scheme.

"Our ambition is that the award will be prestigious and pupils' achievements will be celebrated
across the community."

Science Fun for Everyone!
The Trust recently put forward an exciting proposal to the Ogden Trust (a charity promoting teaching
and learning in physics) for a 'Science Partnership' involving 3000 pupils across 12 schools in the

area. Cat Boaz, STEM Specialist Teacher who is leading the project for the Vale Academy Trust
explains: "It isn't enough for children to just enjoy science for them to engage in STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths) careers - they need to see themselves as scientists. The more
children experience the breadth of science through high-quality learning experiences, the more
likely they are to recognise themselves as scientists."
With this aim in mind, and armed with four years of funding, support, training and resources from
the Ogden Trust, a range of activities have taken place, with more planned to ensure access to a
good quality, inspiring physics education.
Amongst these are a Photography Competition based on "Physics in my World", an Explorer Dome
visit featuring a show on Light for KS1, and Science Fairs held in every school. The in-school Science
Fairs culminate in a prestigious one-day science celebratory event at Rutherford Appleton
Laboratories (RAL) where the winning pupils from each school will present their work to a judging
panel of RAL scientists. The day will include a variety of workshops and talks from resident
scientists, and students from the Trust's secondary schools, Larkmead and King Alfred's, will organise
science experiments for the primary children.
The Vale Academy Trust has also invested in building a "Phizz Lab" over the summer at Millbrook
Primary School - a purpose-designed science lab where pupils from across the Trust’s primary
schools can immerse themselves in a wealth of science experiences.
PS. The winning photos from the “Physics in my World” photo competition below!

Are you interested in becoming a Director of the Vale Academy
Trust?
The Trust is looking to recruit three new directors over the summer, to take up their roles from
September 2022.
We are seeking individuals who have a strong empathy with our mission of "Building Brilliant Futures
Together". Ideally, candidates for these roles would bring experience, skills and expertise in any of
the areas of education, finance, marketing or IT. We would particularly welcome applications from
parents or carers of school age children, whether or not they attend VAT schools, and who live close
enough to the Wantage/Abingdon area to be able to attend regular Board meetings.

If you think you may be interested in applying, or if you know someone who might be, please
contact the Chair of the VAT Board Dr Beth Taylor at btaylor@vale-academy.org.

Pupil Parliament - Going from Strength to Strength!

Our Pupil Parliament, made up of student and pupil representatives from all our secondary and
primary schools, has been very busy working on a range of priorities identified by the children and
young people in our schools.
One such initiative is ‘Wellbeing Spaces’, with designated calm outdoor areas designed by pupils to
offer a place of peace and tranquillity in each of our schools.
The parliament was invited to submit six artwork ideas to display in a Wellbeing Space at Abingdon
Police Station, dovetailing perfectly with the parliament’s whole-trust focus on wellbeing. A Schools
Art Competition was organised, with the winners’ artwork to be displayed on walls in the police
station.
An important Independent Youth Advisory Group initiative took place in conjunction with Thames
Valley Police. This involved organising focus groups in our secondary schools to gauge thoughts and
individual responses on topics such as knife crime and county lines.
Ideas are also in the pipeline for a ‘Primaries International Day’ in June. Primary schools will come
together to attend a virtual morning assembly, after which pupils will take part in a range of
activities in their own schools. This may involve cooking, food tasting, games, and language learning.
The day will end with another assembly to discuss and explore the learning that has resulted from
this wonderful initiative.

St John's CE Academy - the Trust's New Academy in Grove

Kerry Cottrell - Head of School for St John's CE Primary Academy

The Vale Academy Trust is opening a new school in Grove - St John’s Church of
England Academy. Located on the Wellington Gate Development, it will be a purpose-built, ‘all
through’ school for children aged 2 through to 16 (Nursery to Year 11). The school will open with
Nursery and Reception places in September 2023, and will begin accepting applications at the end of
this year (2022). The secondary phase (Year 7) will follow in September 2024. Building work is due to
start in the next couple of months.
We are running a series of 60 minute Information Events starting this month for anyone interested
in finding out more. Kerry Cottrell, recently appointed Head of School (Primary) will be there to
introduce herself and share the exciting new plans. The venue will be St John's Parish Church

Meeting Rooms - parking is available on site. You will be able to view architect's drawings and
visuals showing the look and layout of the school. You'll also hear about the fabulous new curriculum
being planned.
St John's Information Session dates:
Thursday 9 June - 9.15am - 10.15am
Wednesday 22 June - 1.45pm - 2.45pm
Tuesday 5 July - 5.00pm - 6.00pm
Wednesday 20 July - 9.15am - 10.15am
Places are bookable via eventbrite.co.uk - search for St John's CE Academy - or scan the QR code
below.

Main Entrance Pathway into the new St John's CE Academy

Contact Us
We are always keen to hear from you! Please let us have your feedback on anything you have read
in this newsletter - or anything else you would like to talk to us about.
E-mail us on feedback@vale-academy.org
Vale Academy Trust
The Studio, St Mary's Convent, Denchworth Road, Wantage OX12 9AU
enquiries@vale-academy.org
Visit us on the web at www.vale-academy.org

